
 

 

c/o Don Schauer—Assistant Secretary  
19767 Royal Ave  
Hayward, CA 94541-3651  

June 2021 
Volume 17, Issue 6 

Calendar of Events 

Appendant and Concordant Bodies 

JUNE 2021 
 

06/03—Thursday-“Virtual Stated Meeting”—Social: 6:30 PM/ Meeting: 7:00 

PM—Zoom Meeting ID: 618-797-9982 

06/10—Thursday-Practice—1st Degree (Parts 1&2)—7:00 PM 

06/17—Thursday-Practice—Balloting/Bringing in the Flag-7:00 PM 

06/22—Tuesday-Hall Association 

06/24—Thursday—Dark 

06/25—06/27—Friday-Sunday—Officers’ Retreat 

06/29—Tuesday—Practice 1st Degree Open/Closing 

JULY 2021 
 

07/01—Thursday—Live Stated Meeting-Social: 6:30 PM/ Meeting: 7:30 PM—

and business broadcasted on Zoom Meeting ID: 618-797-9982 

07/08—Thursday—Practice 1st Degree (Parts 1&2)—7:00 PM 

07/15—Thursday—1st Degree-Mr. Randy Lehman—7:00 PM 

07/22—Thursday—Practice 2nd Degree (Parts 1&2)—7:00 PM 

07/27—Tuesday—Hall Association 

07/29—Thursday—Dark 

 San Lorenzo Chapter Eastern Star No. 103 meets @ CVMC 2nd & 

4th Monday (8:00 PM) 

 Castro Valley DeMolay meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Monday  

(7:30 PM) 

 Unity Assembly Rainbow No. 65 meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Tues-

day (7:00 PM)  

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 261 Hayward meets 1st & 3rd Monday 

(7:00 PM) @ Hayward Masonic Center 

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 1 Dublin meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday 

(7:00 PM) @ John Knox Church 

Lodge Virtual Stated Meetings will be held on the normal day and time  
via Zoom (Meeting ID: 618-797-9982)  

until the Grand Master of California issues an edict that live meetings may resume.   
If you need assistance joining us in our meetings, please contact any of your principle officers. 

http://www.ccl551.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CCL51.ORG/?view_public_for=109522255758235
https://plus.google.com/u/0/collection/kaBhCE


 

 

From the West 
By Brian Ross — Senior Warden 
 

Brethren 

On Saturday, May 22, 2021,  I had the 
pleasure of going on a day-long fishing trip 
to the Farallon Islands with brothers Jerry 
Garcia (Treasurer of the Temple Board), his sister Theresa, Junior 
Deacon Phil Busch and family, and Worshipful Paul Rodriguez.  I am 
happy to report (as many of you already know) that lots of big rockfish 
were caught and brought home.  Although the fishing was magnificent, 
It was a treacherous day on the water with huge waves and swells that 

tortured the meek – but the 
sun shined and boy is it 
beaut i fu l  out  there.  
Worshipful Paul nabbed the 
biggest rockfish and we all 
caught whoppers – or at 
least that is our story and 

we are sticking to it! 

This was our first Sportsmen’s Club event of the year (although not 
officially sanctioned by the Lodge).  I am considering planning a trip to 
the Livermore firing range on a Saturday in July.  If you are interested, 

simply call or email me at any time.  

You wanted a Sportsmen’s Club – you have one – so please 
participate!  If you don’t – you miss out on an opportunity to bond with 

our brothers and the fun that we all enjoy. 

From the East 
By Paul Rodriguez-Obrien — Master 

 
Brothers 

By now you have received the 
letter informing you of the selling 
of the ‘Oakland Masonic Center’ 
building. This letter shows what we and other Masonic 
Lodges have invested, and the particulars of the 
proposal. As shareholders in the OMC building, we will be 
voting on this ‘proposal to sell’ during this month’s Virtual 
Stated meeting on June 3rd as required by Grand Lodge. 
So I hope to see you all there to make your voice heard. 

We are also looking forward to meeting in person for 
Lodge during the July 1st Dinner and Stated Meeting. It’s 
about time!  

We have worked on confirming that the lodge meets all 
reopening guidelines and safety considerations. 
However, we are still waiting to hear from Gov. Gav 
Newsom on the implementation of his “Reopening 
California” plan set to be enacted on June 15th. This plan 
will dictate what our final response will be in enacting our 
own “Reopening Directive” as set forth by our Grand 
Master Arthur Weiss.  

I will do my best to inform every one of these changes. 
So until then, please plan for our ‘Grand Reopening 
Night’ as requiring a reservation from you prior to July 
1st. Please do so by calling or emailing me, the 
Secretary, Senior or Junior Wardens, with your 
reservations and number attending. 

When your party arrives at the lodge, be ready to present 
your Covid Vaccination Cards (or picture thereof) prior to 
being admitted into the lodge.  

It is the hope of your Officers and I that after June 15th 
we won’t need to ask for reservations or your CDC card 
at that time, but until the restrictions are relaxed, we will 
need to follow the ‘Reopening Directive’ as is set forth 
currently (please see my last months’ Trestleboard article 
for particulars). 

We are busy adding back onto the schedule many 
ceremonies.  In July, we will confer the First Degree on 
Mr. Randy Lehman, who has been patiently waiting for 
the lodge to reopen so he could take his first step in 
becoming a Mason. Following this ceremony will be Bro. 
Osman (Ozzy) Ghani presenting his EA Proficiency. 
Please have a look at the updated Calendar in this 
month’s Trestleboard edition for additional planned 
events. 

Lastly, your officers and I would like to congratulate our 
newest member to receive his coveted 50 year pin, Bro. 
Scotty Larue Stroup, who was initiated on 1/27/1971. As 
he is in Texas, the Grand Lodge will mail him his 
Certificate and Pin as he requested. Congratulations 
Brother! 

In wrapping up, I would like to remind you that your 
Officers are always just a phone call away should you 
need anything or would like to share something with the 
Lodge. Our phone numbers and email addresses are 
easily found within this periodical, and on the Lodge 
website. 

From the South 
By J. Rafisura — Junior Warden 
 

Getting back at it! Brethren, the time has 
come that we are slowly getting back to 
the lodge.  Restrictions and safety plans 
are in place. Your officers and key pillar 
members of our lodge had been planning 
and working as we gear towards an in-person Stated Meeting come 
July.  Some other activities are already in the pipeline but I’d rather 

have the Worshipful Master bring up the details.   

We had our first in-person practice on May 13.   It was good to see 
fellow officers face (mask) to face (mask).   
The practice went well, and as expected, we 
were all a little rusty and struggled to gain 
our bearings.  However, with few rehearsals 
and with the help of our new Officer’s 
Coach, Wor. Ron Katz, we were able to 
regain our footing.  Yes, just like learning 
how to ride a bicycle we were wobbly in the 
beginning, but as we went along, we all 
were having fun nailing the lines, gestures 
and footwork and gently laughing at each 
other’s mistakes. In my previous article, I 
have mentioned that one day, a time will 

come when we as a fraternity will rise from the ashes of this pandemic 
like a mystical Phoenix.  Brethren, this is the time!  You can either 
hear about it or you can be a part of it by showing up come July 1, 

2021.    

In July, we are also planning to our welcome our first new member 



 

 

Sunshine and Visiting 
 

These Brothers would love a phone call  or e-

mail from you to help cheer them up: 
 
Mark Casperson 
 
Please contact Secretary Perry Klahr or 
check our members’ only website for their 
respective  phone numbers.  If you know of a 
brother who is ill and could use some cheer 
please call Ernie or Les. 

 

Ernie Nidick —Sunshine Chairman 925.828.6993 click to email  
Les Blake—Visiting Chairman 510.581.8497 click to email  

since the lockdown.  Come meet Mr. Randy Lehman on this historic 
evening.  It will be interesting see what this looks like under the safety 
plan and guidelines.  I will be sitting in the East and we hope to see 
more sideliners to support the candidate and the officers.  If you have 
any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to our 

lodge and its officers. All the best!     

June Birthdays 

Robert Eckstein (06/01) 

Ace Gilbert (06/02) 

Dain Warton (06/04) 

Dewayne Clark (06/08) 

Nick Nelson (06/09) 

Paul Rodriguez-Obrien (06/14) 

Orrin Benedict Jr. (06/15) 

Benjamin Newmarker (06/15) 

Peter Amato (06/17) 

Leo Rizzo (06/18) 

Leland Peck (06/23) 

Lester Bridge (06/24) 

Ray Michardi (06/24) 

Jason Deitschman (06/27) 

John Mc Carthy (06/27) 

Donald Schauer Sr. (06/27) 

John Freestone (06/30) 

Jared Andreotti (21) 

Edward Auguadro [PM] (44) 

Gilbert Brownfield (34) 

Jimmy Burns (39) 

John Davenport Jr. [PM] (62) 

Joseph Elleard [PM] (65) 

Herbert Freeman (48) 

Mark Kahn (55) 

Eric Korbas (7) 

Earl Kresge (42) 

Jeffery Lantz (53) 

Robert Logan [PM] (28) 

John McCarthy (52) 

Raymond Michardi (39) 

Henry Miller Jr. [PM] (48) 

Robert Peters [PM] (58) 

Jonathan Prestage (9) 

Larry Richardson [PM] (56) 

Ronald Selvey (42) 

Edgar Smith (41) 

Joseph Stewart (27) 

Scotty Stroup (51) 

Roy Tamez [PM] (36) 

Clarence Teeters (49) 

Frank Thrall Jr. (24) 

Gary Tucker (31) 

Ronald VandenBerghe (57) 

Victor VandenBerghe (45) 

Kurt Von Brauch (42) 

David Weaver (39) 

David Wipf (44) 

3rd Degree Anniversaries 
 

The following brethren were raised to the sublime degree of Master 

Mason in the months of June 

Why is it called a Blue Lodge? 
http://www.jvlmasons.com/uploads/3/6/1/9/3619807/three-minute-mason.pdf 

Some authorities think that as blue has, from ancient Biblical times, been 
associated with truth, with Diety, with wisdom and hope; that, as Mackey 
taught, the blue of the Old Testament is a translation of the Hebrew “tekelet", 
which is derived from a root meaning "perfection", and the color blue came 
into Masonry as its color by natural association. Others believe that as our 
ancient Brethren met on hills and in vales, over which the blue vault of 
heaven is a ceiling, that the covering of a lodge is the clouded canopy or 
starry decked heaven. These allusions seem to connote that blue, the color of 

the sky, is that of all celestial attributes for which Freemasons strive.  

Brother Harry E. Heinkel from Henry L. Palmer Lodge No. 301, Milwaukee, 
asked the same question: "Why do we say 'Blue Lodge'”? His findings are 
most interesting. At the risk of being termed a Masonic symbologist, he 
questioned and criticized the propriety of the term "Blue Lodge" when 
Freemasons speak of the Masonic Lodge of symbolic degrees: The term is 
peculiarly American; it is found nowhere else in the Masonic world. Evidence 
does not support the conclusion that the color Blue is the symbol of the three 
symbolic degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, whether Operative or 
Speculative, in time immemorial or of the present. That "Blue" is a significant 
or characteristic symbol of Freemasonry is not supported by the ritual. No 
pointed reference is made to it " in the three symbolic degrees. "Blue is 

emphatically the color of Freemasonry," wrote one authority. 
But the color of the United Grand Lodge of England is Garter 
(Oxford) Blue, while that of private (subordinate) lodges is 
Cambridge Blue, and the Grand Steward's Lodges in London, 
known as the "Red Apron" Lodges use crimson, thought to be 

suggested by the color of the ribbon of the Order of the Bath. The color of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland is thistle green, while daughter (subordinate) lodges 
adopt a color of their choice. The recently instituted Grand Lodge of India 
adopted three colors, the Garter Blue of England, the Thistle Green of 
Scotland and the Sky Blue of Ireland. This is in honor of the three Grand 

Lodges by whom it was instituted  

Could the color Blue have been adopted when Blue Ribbons were attached to 
the Aprons? Perhaps, but aprons which can be seen in the museum in 

Freemasons Hall. 

London are evidence that prior to and during the early years following the 
formation of the Grand Lodge in 1717, Aprons were white and of a 
considerable size. Rather than "Blue Lodge" Brother Heinkel prefers to 
proudly claim to be member of a "Masonic Lodge" which is understood by 
Freemasons and non-Masons throughout the world. How and when the term 
"Blue Lodge" came to be known as the color of Freemasonry is yet to be 
discovered, but in present day usage, the term "Blue Lodge" identifies the 
membership and organization of Freemasons under the authority of the 

Grand Lodge.  

mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Sunshine%20Chairman
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Visiting%20Chairman
http://www.jvlmasons.com/uploads/3/6/1/9/3619807/three-minute-mason.pdf


 

 

2021 Officers 
 

Master — Paul Rodriguez-Obrien 
510.461.1071 click to email  

Senior Warden — Brian Ross 
510.331.6935  click to email 

Junior Warden— J. Rafisura 
516.519.1151 click to email 

Treasurer—Pat Quinn, H.A. 
925.201.3065 / 510.755.7891 cell  click to email 

Secretary—Perry Klahr 
925.425.3360 / 925.699.1786 pklahr1234@comcast.net   

Assist. Secretary—Don Schauer, Sr. H.A. 
510.258.0654 click to email  

Chaplain—Robert Eckstein, P.M. 
510.449.7944 click to email 

Marshal—Tremaine Ellison 
209.830.1513 / 209.481.7430 cell click to email 

Senior Deacon—Andrew Hawes 

510.886.7131 click to email 

Junior Deacon—Phil Busch 
510.566.7019  click to email 

Sr. Steward—Orrin Benedict, Jr. 
510.512.6999 click to email 

Jr. Steward— Aaron Johnson 
510.509.4312 cell click to email 

Tiler—Bill Biddell, H.A. 
510.582.6207 / 510.589.0878 cell click to email 

Officer’s Coach—Ron Katz, P.M., H.A. 
510.375.3137 click to email  

Candidate Coaches  

Robert Eckstein - 510.744.1717  
Bill Ferrell - 510.520.7242 cell   

Ron Katz - Fremont-Hayward—510.375.3137 cell 
Eric Korbas - Castro Valley 510.823.6334 

Roy Tamez  - Hayward 510.537.1077 / 510.684.3047 cell 

 
Inspector of the 317th Masonic District 

Wor. Allen Cuenca 916.390.1003 
allencuenca@sbcglobal.net 

Committees 
 
2021 Appointments  
 

Audit: Pat Quinn, and Andrew Hawes 

Charity Committee: Master and Wardens 

Child ID: Jerry Garcia 

Crab Feed: Don Schauer Sr., Perry Klahr, and Roy Tamez, PM 

Executive Committee: Robert Eckstein, PM, Paul Rodriguez, PM, Brian Ross, 
Kurt Allen, PM, and Perry Klahr. 

FOSJ and White Table Night: J Rafisura 

Hiram Award Selection: HA Committee (All HA recipients)  

Lodge App: Robert Eckstein, PM 

Masonic Education: TBD 

Masonic Funeral: Kurt Allen, PM, Bill Ferrell, PM 

Masonic Hall Association: Jerry Garcia 

Masonic Homes Endowment: Don Schauer Sr. 

Masons for Mitts: Kurt Allen, PM 

Membership Retention: Don Schauer Sr., Robert Eckstein, PM 

Picnic: Don Schauer Sr., Roy Tamez, PM, and Perry Klahr 

Printing and Mailing: Don Schauer Sr. 

Strawberry Feed: Ron Katz, PM, Perry Klahr, and Paul Rodriguez, PM 

Sunshine and Visiting: Ernie Nidick and Les Blake 

Sweethearts Committee: Phil Busch, Paul Rodriguez, PM 

Trustees: Brian Ross, Paul Rodriguez, PM 

Visiting /Traveling Degree: Kurt Allen, PM and Don Schauer Sr. 

Website and Trestleboard: Ron Katz, PM. 

 
Masonic Youth Orders 
 

Castro Valley DeMolay—Steve Kolden—510.409.6118 click to email 
Unity Assembly No. 65, Rainbow for Girls—Heidi Kolden - 510.693.1385  
click to email 

Jobs Daughters Hayward No. 261—Joy Molina 510.754.4983 click to email 

Jobs Daughters Dublin No. 1—Katie Bardwell 925.918.1675 click to email 

 
NOTE: if you are not able to “click to email” send an email to  
info@CCL551.org to the attention of the person you are trying to 
reach  

 

 

Monthly Trestleboard of  
Crow Canyon Lodge No. 551  
Free and Accepted Masons 

4521 Crow Canyon Road, Castro Valley, CA  94552 
510.274.0725 (lobby, kitchen) 

 

Find us on the Web: http://www.CCL551.org 
 

Editor: Ron Katz, PM 510.375.3137 
info@CCL551.org 

 
Secretary: Perry Klahr 925.425.3360 

pklahr1234@comcast.net 
 

To Reserve the Building  
Pat Quinn - 510.755.7891 cell  

Online Masonic Speaker Series 
 

The Masons of California have launched an exciting new live, digi-

tal Masonic Speakers Series featuring enlightening lectures on a 

range of topics. See the entire lineup today—or, if you’ve missed one, 

catch up on past lectures below.   

 
• Admit Him if Properly Clothed: The History of the Masonic Apron in 

America, 1740 to the Present 
• Dr. Oscar Alleyne: Perspectives on the COVID-19 Pandemic: Our Path 

to Resilience and Recovery  
• George Boys-Stones: A System of Morality: Aristotle and the Making of 

the Ritual  
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